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The primary role of the UNEP is to  provide leadership and encourage partnership in 

caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to 

improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations.  
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REPORT:Recovering from Oil Spills 

 

Introduction 

Throughout recent history, oil spills can be considered to be one of the most harmful 

man-made disasters to the earth and the environment. When an oil spill occurs, it 

negatively impacts almost every aspect of the area the oil touches. Adverse effects 

include, but not limited to, loss of wildlife, loss of human life, loss of habitats, loss of 

fertile lands, loss of homes, and loss of jobs for millions. Oil spills can affect thousands 

of marine species, some endangered, wiping out populations almost instantaneously. 

Additionally, oil spills can drastically affect human health as well, causing numerous 

diseases and illnesses from oil exposure and oil exposure in the foods consumers buy.  

 

General Overview 

The largest oil spill in history was orchestrated by Suddam Hussein in 1991 as an act of 

war during the invasion of Kuwait. The United States led a group of British, French, 

Saudi, Syrian, and Egyptian armies to put a stop to Hussein’s invasion, provoking the 

Iraqi forces to retreat and set fire to hundreds of oil wells in the area. The fires burned 

for months on end, cancelling Iraq’s previous oil debt with Kuwait. As a result of the oil 

well burnings, the Persian Gulf was coated with more than 500 million gallons of oil and 

is still seeing adverse effects from the spill to this day. 

Fifteen years later, another spill, this time accidental, plagued a region nearby during 

Lebanon-Syria oil spill of 2006. The spill occurred as a result of fighting between 

Lebanon and Israel, and damaged more than 100 kilometers among the coasts of Syria 

and Lebanon, causing an upwards of $60 million dollars in damages to marine life. In 
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August of that year, the United Nations UNEP committee met with the International 

Maritime Organization, and pledged to help monitor the clean-up and containment of the 

spill at hand.  

 Numerous other spills have occurred since then, including the BP Deepwater Horizon oil 

spill of 2010. More than 120 million gallons of oil were spilled along the United States 

coastline between Texas and Florida, after six months of failing to contain and stop the 

spill. In the months following the spill, hundreds of lawsuits were filed under the Oil Spill 

Pollution Act, and Deepwater Horizon had to pay a total of $65 billion dollars in 

damages. These lawsuits were brought forth by people who lived near the site of the 

spill and relied on the Gulf for their jobs and companies.  

 

Major Parties Involved 

France 

In 1978, the Amoco Cadiz spills almost 70 million gallons of crude oil near the 

coast of France. French armies were also called to help the United States push Suddam 

Hussein out of Kuwait during the Kuwait oil spill in 1991. France has also been an avid 

supporter of the environment, and has been a leading voice in the Paris-Climate accords, 

and several other pieces of supra-national agreements to combat climate change and 

reduce carbon emissions.  

Iraq 

Iraq is a major player in international oil trade, which accounts for the majority of 

the country’s international exports. Historically, Iraq was responsible for creating the 

largest oil spill ever recorded, during the reign of Suddam Hussein.  

Israel  

During the Israel-Lebanon conflict in 2006, Israeli soldiers accidently hit a plant 

that resulted in a catastrophic oil spill. The spill plagued Syrian and Lebanese coasts, 

and warranted the help of both the UN, and the IMO.  

Kuwait 

Kuwait was the victim of the greatest oil spill in history, during Suddam Hussein’s 

invasion in 1991. Home to millions of barrels of oil in its reserves, Kuwait’s economy 

thrives off of international oil exports, which accounts for 92% of its exports.  

Lebanon 
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Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Arabia is the world’s largest exporter of oil, which accounts for a major part 

of its economy. Saudi hosts 24% of all of the Earth’s oil, and is a leading country in all 

talks about oil. The country faces an array of environmental issues, including extreme 

air and water pollution, and desertification. 

Syria 

Syria, along with Lebanon, suffered the effects of the Lebanon-Israel oil spill, and 

faced serious environmental repercussions.  

 

Timeline of Key Events 

March 16, 1978: The Amoco Cadiz spills almost 70 million gallons of crude oil on the 

coast of France 

July 17, 1979: The Atlantic Empress spills nearly 90 millions gallons of oil on the coast of 

Trinidad and Tobago 

August, 1983: The Castillo de Bellver spills 80 million gallons of crude oil near the coast 

of South Africa, near Capetown 

1991: Suddam Hussein invades Kuwait and sets fire to hundreds of oil spills, resulting in 

the largest oil spill in history 

March 2, 1992: The Mingbulak (or Fergana Valley) oil spill of 1992 is considered to be 

the largest oil spill in Asia 

2006: UNEP and IMO agrees to help Syria and Lebanon contain an oil spill that was a 

result of Lebanon-Isreali conflict.  

Summer of 2006: Oil spills in Lebanon after military conflict with Israel. 

2015: BP Deepwater Horizon Oil spill  

 

 

Past Attempts at Resolving This Issue 

[UNEP]: In 2006, The United Nations Environment Program agrees to help Syria and 

Lebanon contain the oil spill that was plaguing the coast.  
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[UNEP]: In 2014, the UN asks Israel to pay $850 million dollars in damages to Lebanon 

for the Lebanon oil slick of 2006.  

 

Suggested Websites 

● https://www.britannica.com/list/9-of-the-biggest-oil-spills-in-history 

● https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2019/03/02/us-is-trying-e

nd-longest-oil-spill-history-this-company-is-trying-stop-it/ 

● https://blog.resourcewatch.org/2019/02/07/there-were-137-oil-spills-in-the-us-in-

2018-see-where-they-happened/ 

● https://news.un.org/en/story/2006/08/189232-un-agencies-agree-clean-plan-tack

le-oil-spill-polluting-lebanon-and-syria 

● https://www.un.org/press/en/2008/gaef3234.doc.htm 

● https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/6845/oil-spill-along-the-lebanese-coast 

● https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/bp-oil-spill-disaster-by-numbers-207

8396.html 
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